
 

Children’s books about starting school 
All available from Inspire Libraries 
 

 

Jean Adamson – Topsy and Tim start school 
Topsy and Tim are always finding fun adventures in the real world, and this story is 
assuring for young children having first experiences of their own. Follow Topsy and Tim as 
they learn where to hang their coats, find out all about the classroom and make new 
friends. 

 

Allan & Janet Ahlberg – Starting school 
A classic picture book which offers advice and enjoyment for the whole family before 
school starts. From first day nerves to finding your peg, this reassuring read is full of 
humour and fun for children and parents alike. 

 
 

 

Felicity Brooks – All the words you need to know before you start school 
This illustrated book encourages language development at a key stage in children's lives, 
introducing over 400 everyday words through a variety of themed sections. Help pre-
schoolers build the vocabulary they will need to communicate effectively, make friends, and 
learn to read and write when they start school. 

 

Felicity Brooks – All you need to know before you start school 
This work follows five animal friends who have just started school to provide a gentle and 
humorous introduction to the school day, from getting dressed in the morning to home time. 
This is all carefully interspersed with early years educational concepts such as shapes, 
colours, opposites, numbers, weather and seasons, senses, nature words and letter 
recognition. 

 
 

 

Emma Brown – Archie's first day at school 
Archie and his big sister Amber are two of the Shady Bay Buddies who live in the close-knit 
community of Shady Bay Island. Archie is starting school and wondering what to expect. 
Amber reassures him that it will be fun. We join Archie as he gets ready for school, meets his 
teacher, Miss Whimsie, and enjoys lots of fun activities on his first day. He even makes a new 
friend called Woolie. 

 

Lauren Child – I am too absolutely small for school 
Although Lola agrees with her brother that it would be useful to learn how to write, read 
and count, she can't go to school because her invisible friend's too nervous to go. This title 
in the 'Charlie and Lola' series deals sympathetically with children's fears surrounding the 
first day at school. 

 

 



 

 

Neil Gaiman – Chu's first day at school 
Chu is a little panda with a BIG sneeze and when his first day at school approaches he is 
nervous. Will the other boys and girls be nice? Will they like Chu? 

 

Debi Gliori – Little Owl's first day 
It's a big day for Little Owl. His first day at school. Little Owl doesn't want a big day though. 
He'd rather stay at home and have fun with Mummy and Baby Owl. But at school he gets to 
build a rocket, learn to fly and even make a tiny new friend. Maybe big days spent with 
friends can be lots of fun after all! 

 
 

 

Caryl Hart – Whiffy Wilson, the wolf who wouldn't go to school  
Whiffy Wilson doesn't know how to hold a pen and has never looked in a book, but 
fortunately his friend Dotty is on hand to show him that school is fun. Soon, Whiffy is in 
his element, and when he gets a gold star for all his work he realises that school is the 
best thing ever! 

 

Sam Lloyd – First day at Skeleton School 
Listen - can you hear it? There's a creepy noise. 'Welcome!' smiles Mr Bones. 'Meet the 
spooky girls and boys.' At Skeleton School they howl in assembly, fly broomsticks in the 
library and learn how to float through walls! 

 
 

 

Jean Reagan - How to get your teacher ready for school 
Celebrate the school year with the author-illustrator team behind the bestselling 'How to 
Babysit a Grandad.' Follow a class of adorable students as they make sure their teacher is 
ready all year round. Written in a tongue-in-cheek instructional style, this book is a playful and 
heartwarming celebration of teachers and school, and an empowering book to help calm 
back-to-school nerves! 

 

Mark Sperring – Never take a bear to school 
Bears are clumsy. They don't sit still. They're much, much bigger than teachers - and they 
eat SUCH a lot of lunch! Yes, taking a bear to school is a BAD idea. But will this little boy 
find the courage to face the first day of school alone? With so much to do, like painting, 
dressing up, storytime, and making new friends, he just might! And Bear? He'll always be 
waiting at the end of the day, with a great big hug! 

 
 
 

See more books at:  www.pinterest.co.uk/NottsLibraries/starting-school/   01/2020 
 


